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FLOOR DEBATE

where the a r c h bishop erred. I don't, for a second, want to 
criticize the entire C atholic C h u r c h  b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  think this 
is any more a C atholic p r o b l e m  t han it is a s ocietal problem. I 
think the p r o b l e m  is societal. The reason w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
the a r c h bi sh op t o d a y  is b e c a u s e  he's on the f r o n t  page of the 
paper havi n g  s e verely r e buked tw o  of his fl o c k  for criticizing 
his r e assignment of this priest. I do, if yo u  read these 
rebukes, I think t hey are v e r y  arrogant, but I think the
arrogance is the minor problem. There's p l e n t y  of arrogance to 
go around for all of us in this p a r t icular Chamber. Arrogance 
is the least of my w o r r i e s . M y  w o r r y  is that t h e r e  is somebody 
who was interested in child pornography, they got r e a s signed and 
still h ad contact w i t h  children. A n d  let me tell you, in 
private c o n v e rsations w i t h  S e n ator Bourne, if I found out if 
somebody was around m y  kids t hat was in t e r e s t e d  in child porn, I 
don't even w ant to tell y ou w hat I'd do, but it w ouldn't be 
pleasant, and I don't want to say it h e r e  on the floor. So, 
Senator Foley, I have a deep respect for y ou and a d e e p  respect 
for the Catholic Church. M y  p r o b l e m  is w i t h  the w ay this
particular situation was h a n d l e d  b y  this p a r t i c u l a r  person. I 
don't th i n k  Ar c h b i s h o p  Curtiss is the chur c h  any m ore than any 
other single p e r s o n  is the church. I th i n k  the vast, vast, vast 
ma j o r i t y  of Catholics are wond e r f u l  peop l e  and w hat the church 
does is i n c r edibly be n e f i c i a l  for society. I was a Catholic
until I was 25. Th e  only reas o n  I s witched is b e c a u s e  m y  wife
was Metho d i s t  an d  she w on t hat debate, and so I s w itched to be 
Methodist so we could go to the same church. Bu t  I was raised 
Catholic. The entire h alf of m y  fami l y  is Catholic. I think 
the wa y  that the a r c h bishop b e h a v e d  here was w r o n g , ...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR BRUNING: ...just like I w o u l d  say Ca r d i n a l  Law in
Bos t o n  was w r o n g  to r eas sign and, in fact, p r o b a b l y  more wrong 
b e c ause those priests there ac t u a l l y  w e r e  pedophiles. N ow is 
this p r o b l e m  only in the church? Of course not. If a manager 
at ConA gra  found out that one of his peop l e  was l o oking at child 
porn o g r a p h y  and didn't do a nything about it, that m a nager is
just as wr o n g  as the archbishop. But today this is the subject.
Here it is on the front page and that's w hy I rose to discuss
it, so I hope that explains my comments.


